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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #8 OF 2026 – Early August  
INTRODUCTION 

 Lan and I will be in Europe for most of August, showing our grandsons aspects of Germany, Switzerland, 
and the Baltic States that are nice to see, and also helps us keep our maps up to date. As a result, this newsletter 
is being prepared in late July, so may not be as current as usual. Linh and staff will still be working in Vancouver. 

FIFA 

 The soccer phenomenon known as the World Cup has been and gone and generally was carried on in a 
sportsman-like fashion and enjoyed by millions of fans. There were glitches, of course. The Iranian team had to 
endure humiliating displays of Trump’s ire, and Trump felt that he had the right to over-rule a referee’s call, but 
cities scattered around North America experienced ‘football fever’ for the first time. Vancouver hosted eight games 
and welcomed thousands of fans from the rest of the world, arriving to cheer on their favourite teams. Being such 
an international city, whatever team was playing in Vancouver could rely on an enthusiastic crowd of local residents 
from whichever country was playing. I doubt that the organizers of FIFA will want to mount as challenging a World 
Cup venue as this tournament a second time, but the effort was worthwhile, if for no other reason than raising the 
profile of the sport inside North America. Tourism benefitted as well, with numbers entering the USA actually 
increasing for the first time since Trump gained power. Congratulations to both Spain and Argentina! 

NEW TITLES THAT ARRIVED DURING THE MONTH OF JULY 

We have had quite a few new editions arrive this month and made ready for release.  Our maps tend to 
arrive in bunches from our printer, and we don’t want to over-do good news by providing you with too much 
information all at once. After all, we all have to live within budgets, and absorbing a dozen new titles at one time 
can be challenging. Here’s what we’re releasing this month: British Columbia South, Cairo and the Nile Delta, 
Guangzhou & China Southeast, Japan West and Kyushu (a new title), Kilimanjaro & Northern Tanzania, 
Madagascar, Sunshine Coast & Lower Mainland Region, and USA Southwest. This represents thirteen 
separate maps on nine sheets of paper, and means, for our cartographers, the end result of hundreds of hours of 
labour hunched over a computer, meticulously checking every detail. If you find any errors, please advise us. We 
strive for perfection, but reality being what it is, sometimes a glaring error slips past us. Hopefully, there are none in 
these titles, which cover a large portion of the world’s land mass, including (nice to see) three for Africa. 
Descriptions and ordering information are in the New Releases section, below, as usual. 

ELEANOR CROSSES 

 England remains such a popular travel destination for a reason. It is difficult to think of any other country 
with so much history packed into a relatively small island. Even more remarkable is the fact that much of it is 
original. One such feature is the Eleanor Cross. Queen Eleanor, wife of King Edward 1, died in 1290, at Harby, in 
Nottinghamshire. A successful political marriage, Edward seemed to be greatly affected by her passing. Her 
remains were embalmed in Lincoln, in what was then considered to be the north of England, and her viscera 
entombed in the Angel Choir of the great cathedral. Her body was then carried in a grand procession from Lincoln 
to London, with a stone marker ‘cross’ erected each night to mark her progress. Twelve such markers were 
erected, of which three survive more than 700 years later.  

The best preserved is at Geddington, Northamptonshire, in the town, just off the A43. The second is in 
Hardingstone (Northampton), and the third in Waltham Cross (Hertfordshire). The best-known one is the one in 
front of the railway station near Trafalgar Square, known as Charing Cross. It is actually a Victorian re-creation to 
commemorate a spot close to where Queen Eleanor’s body rested on its last night, before being taken to 
Westminster for an official funeral. Charing, by the way, is Old English for a river bend, which defined that part of 
London at that time. The cross is quite ornate, but it would be easy to miss it in the hustle and bustle of the 
forecourt of one of the busiest railway stations in the world, but it is there and is well worth a moment for visitors to 
stop and realize that it commemorates a queen who ruled over seven centuries ago.  
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The original site of her cross in London was destroyed by Republican rebels during the English civil war 
and is now occupied by a statue of King Charles 1 (with his head still on), erected in 1675.The Charles statue is 
also memorable for being the spot from which all distances to and from London are calculated. Lastly, Charing 
Cross underground station has a 100-metre-long mural depicting the building of the original Eleanor Cross. One 
should also note that very few ‘royal’ memorials exist in England. There is one to Queen Victoria, in front of 
Buckingham Palace, and another in Liverpool, but none for either Queen Elizabeth, for any of the wives of Henry 
VIII, or for that sake, for most monarchs. The most notable statue that I can think of is the large representation of 
King Alfred the Great in Winchester. He was actually the King of Wessex, as England as we know it today did not 
exist at that time, but his vision of uniting all the English into one country eventually resulted in the country that 
millions of people call home, and millions more visit each year.  

Go and find a statue, or a column, or a plaque, or a tomb – there are thousands of them all over England. 
Visit as many parish churches as you can. They are free and are great repositories of history. The great cathedrals 
are especially enlightening. Most have stood for many centuries. On our most recent visit to England, we toured St. 
Alban’s, Gloucester, Brecon, St. David’s, Salisbury, and Winchester – not because we are particularly religiously 
inclined, but because such edifices were built with loving care and are beautiful repositories of history. By the way, I 
learned during my recent visit to England that a city is defined in England as a place having a cathedral, so 
important places like Hertford are designated towns, whereas nice but somewhat insignificant urban areas like 
Brecon are cities, simply because in ancient times a cathedral was erected there. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

 One of the must-see sites to view while in London is the royal palace of Buckingham, located fairly close to 
Victoria Railway Station, Whitehall, and Trafalgar Square. Why is it called Buckingham, and how did it become 
such an important royal palace? Back in 1633, this part of London was north of the urban area, and regarded as 
being healthier than densely-populated areas closer to the Thames River. In 1702, the Duke of Buckingham, John 
Sheffield, bought the property and had a prominent architect design and build Buckingham House. King George III 
purchased the house and property in 1761 and expanded it somewhat in size. His son, George IV, had the house 
greatly enlarged, but died before the extensive (and expensive) changes were completed. Thus, it fell upon Queen 
Victoria to see the completion through, which included moving Marble Arch from its prominent position in front of 
the palace to its current location near Hyde Park. 

 Starting with Victoria, Buckingham Palace became not only the official royal governmental building in 
London, but her home, where she raised a large family. This practice continued through the reigns of Edward VII, 
George V, and George VI, but Queen Elizabeth found it to be too much like living above the shop and preferred to 
spend most of her time in Windsor Castle, Sandringham, or Balmoral Castle. The current monarch, Charles III, lives 
in Clarance House, nearby. The palace has become such a formal place that it is used more to impress visiting 
heads of state, hold formal banquets, or to conduct State business. Don’t knock it, lavishness counts when one 
wants to impress! The palace has 775 rooms, including 52 ‘guest’ bedrooms, 188 staff bedrooms, 78 bathrooms, 
and 94 offices employing 450 people. It is open for visiting during the summer months, provided it is not needed for 
some State function, and the gardens and mews can be visited by invitation. 

 Most of us will never see the inside of Buckingham Palace unless King Charles follows through and 
donates it to the country as a heritage site. What millions have seen is The Balcony. The east view, towards the 
Mall and the Victoria Memorial, contains a smallish balcony at the centre of what the English call the First Floor and 
North Americans would call the Second Floor, Inside, there is the Centre Room, where royalty and dignitaries 
would gather together before exiting on to the balcony through  a simple doorway, to wave at assembled crowds 
and share whatever is being celebrated. It may be used only once or twice a year, but it is the most famous balcony 
in the world. The parade ground in front of the palace not only provides a barrier to protect the palace, but is a 
venue quite popular with the public – the famous Changing of the Guard. The Guards are not just ceremonial as 
President Trump discovered when he tried to interfere with one of the patrolling officers. He demanded that the 
Guard salute him, and when the officer correctly ignored him, Trump became increasingly agitated and eventually 
had to be escorted off the palace grounds by a protocol officer. 

 



 

ITMB PUBLISHING LTD. 
 

• INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL MAPS AND BOOKS 

• ITM DISTRIBUTION 

 

12300Bridgeport Road 

Richmond, BC 

CANADA     V6V 1J5 

TEL:  (604) 273-1400 

E-mail: Jack@itmb.com 

 

OFFICES IN: HANOI. PRAGUE. VANCOUVER 

 

WWW.ITMB.COM 

POLITICS CONTINUES TO INTERFERE WITH TRAVEL, AS WELL AS THE WORLD ECONOMY 

 Sadly, Trump has decided to carry on his crazy war disrupting the entire Middle East, and the much hoped-
for ceasefire seems to be in tatters. He has no solution to this conflict, and seems content to kill as many innocent 
bystanders as he can, though for what purpose is very uncertain. This conflict depresses travel to any of the 
countries directly affected, and affects several countries in the immediate vicinity, such as Jordan, Israel, Dubai, 
and Lebanon (although the ceasefire in that conflict seems to be holding). All of this unfortunately reduces the 
demand for travel maps. Trump’s war also ensures a high price for oil, which no doubt benefits his billionaire 
buddies, but raises prices for millions of end-users of gasoline significantly, such as car drivers and airplane users. 
Trump’s war also makes travel more expensive and goods on grocery shelves more pricey, damaging the world 
economy. The agreement signed by Trump a few short weeks ago seems to be worth the same as any of his 
scrawling signatures – nothing. The only beneficiary of his erratic behaviour seems to be Canada, which is selling 
oil to all comers at current world prices, keeping our core inflation (excluding oil) close to 2.5%. 

MAPART PUBLISHING 

 Finally, the story can be told. Unfortunately, Mapart is no more. All the inventory in their warehouse has 
gone to recycling, and their artwork has disappeared. The firm actually folded in mid-April, after the President of the 
company abruptly resigned and disappeared, leaving no management in place. All staff were let go, except for a 
couple of administrators trying to record payments that were still arriving. The only person on the corporate records 
filed with the government was Mrs. Pat Heiler, the wife of Peter Heiler. She lives in Florida and has never had 
anything to do with Mapart. She apparently asked her son-in-law, Joel Curtis, to help her understand what was 
happening. Mr. Curtis had worked for Mapart in the past and agreed to have a look-see and report back to her. 

 He quickly reported to her that Mapart was, in his opinion, non-salvageable.  Cash flow was inadequate to 
meet immediate demands, the accounting records were in a poor state, the network of sales reps had 
disintegrated, the company was out of stock of many popular titles, morale was very low, and no one had much 
enthusiasm to do what needed to be done to save the company. In other words, the company had drifted for a 
number of years under weak management and eventually ran out of steam. Mrs. Heiler, who knew nothing about 
business, quickly authorized him to wind up the business before she suffered losses. Mr. Curtis filed for bankruptcy 
on her behalf on April 30th, effective immediately, and locked the doors, firing the few remaining employees. A 
notice was sent to various creditors, such as Rand McNally and Mussio Ventures, but no announcement was made 
publicly to customers or interested parties prior to closing.  

 The court appointed MNP Ltd. as Trustee to supervise the winding up the affairs of the company, effective 
May 1st. The Trustee advised creditors of the filing on May 5th, arranging a virtual meeting of creditors for May 22nd. 
A Notice of Bankruptcy was also published in the National Post newspaper on May 7th. Mr. Curtis agreed to 
represent Mrs. Heiler in executing the bankruptcy. The Trustee determined that the estimated book value of Mapart 
was $1,136,641, but that its realizable value was only $415,619, with estimated receivables of only $328,518. This 
was an unsustainable loss. The Trustee tried selling assets, as is proper, but approached only known liquidation 
companies, who were not interested in the inventory or the intellectual property (i.e. the artwork used to make 
maps, good will, trademarks etc.). The inventory and intellectual material were destroyed. Thus ends Mapart. 

 Before going into what happens next, a review of Mapart’s beginnings would be interesting to follow, if for 
no other reason than for readers to know how NOT to do things. Mapart was founded by Art Schwart, an excellent 
cartographer, who came up with a design for city maps that was common in Europe but unheard of in North 
America in the 1980s, called double-line casing. Street maps in America had initiated a design called the Champion 
Design, showing all streets as a single line, with the name placed above it. Art developed maps with two lines for 
streets, and the name placed within the lines. The space within the lines could also be coloured differently to 
indicate different qualities of roadway This proved to be very popular, and his business grew. The problem was, Art 
wasn’t a good businessman, preferring to focus on cartography. 



 

ITMB PUBLISHING LTD. 
 

• INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL MAPS AND BOOKS 

• ITM DISTRIBUTION 

 

12300Bridgeport Road 

Richmond, BC 

CANADA     V6V 1J5 

TEL:  (604) 273-1400 

E-mail: Jack@itmb.com 

 

OFFICES IN: HANOI. PRAGUE. VANCOUVER 

 

WWW.ITMB.COM 

 He hired a young and brash loudmouth as his sales manager, one Peter Heiler. Art told me years later that 
this was the worst mistake he ever made in his life. Heiler quickly realized that Art was happiest doing cartography 
and was content to leave the running of the business to Heiler. Heiler discovered that Art had never registered the 
company or incorporated it or even trademarked the brand name, so Heiler, being a sharpie, did so – but in his own 
name as owner and President and sole Director of Mapart Publishing, leaving Art owning nothing. Not the brand, 
not the artwork, not the corporation. As he told Art, now you’re working for me! 

 Rand McNally, at this time, operated in Canada through the offices of Jim Rolph, owner of Rolph-McNally. I 
started life in the map trade as a leg man for Jim, marketing Rand (and Rolph) McNally maps to gas stations, 
motels, and retail outlets in the Vancouver area back in the early ‘80s. At one point, I had 600 clients and was kept 
busy driving all over the Lower Mainland evenings and weekends while managing my retail map store, importing 25 
different lines of international maps to market around North America, and building up a growing product line of 
international travel maps under the ITMB label. I must have had a lot of energy in those days! I even marketed 
Mapart Maps until I realized that Heiler was cheating me. That caused a breach that never closed. He eventually 
drove Rand out of Canada by removing all the Rand titles from store shelves and replacing such titles with his own, 
then invoicing the retailer. Rand eventually sold out to him and withdrew from the Canadian market. 

 Once he had control of Rand’s artwork, he didn’t need Art anymore, so they parted ways and Art set up 
Allmaps, using his own cartography to create a competing line of maps. I marketed the line in BC until my own 
publishing business demanded too much of my time, then dealt with Richard and Judy Bruce, who repped for Art 
until he retired and wound up his business. I carried the Mapart line in my retail store, but I never again distributed 
the line. As the years passed, Peter moved to Florida and turned over the management of Mapart to his son, who 
was not quite the sharpie his father was. Gradually, major contracts turned to other sources for maps, such as GMJ 
Maps, or went out of marketing maps. Contracts with organizations such as BC Ferries, or Canadian Tire, or the 
Chapters/Indigo bookstore chain, fell into disrepair. Mapart’s financial statements fell into serious disarray in 2023, 
sales reps left, and in many cases, weren’t replaced. Titles ran out of copies and weren’t updated or replaced. The 
rest of the story, you already know. What happens now? That’s another unfolding story! Stay tuned. 

HOW ONE REVOLUTION RESULTED IN ANOTHER 

 The USA has recently celebrated the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 
1776. America did not become independent for several years thereafter (in 1783) and did not form up as a country 
for some years after that (in 1787), nor did it finalize its borders with British-controlled Canada for quite some years 
after that (Jay’s Treaty, in 1796), but that is all beside the point. Perception is everything, so if the Americans want 
to believe that they became independent in 1776, who cares? What matters is that the Declaration, signed in secret 
and only revealed several days later, once the signers had safely dispersed, remains today a beacon of 
enlightenment and hope. The fact that it was signed by slave owners who had no idea what liberty and freedom 
really meant is beside the point. Perception is everything! 

 The resultant revolution was not only against the British military forces, but against the many settlers who 
opposed radical republicanism. Brother turned against brother and families became violently split. Whole towns 
became bastions of support for maintaining ties to Britain, while others became bastions of republicanism. The two 
sides fought each other as viciously as the revolutionaries did the British army, which usually found itself 
intervening to keep the two factions apart. Hundreds of thousands of settlers, terrified, sought refuge in British-
controlled parts of the various colonies, and were safely transported by sea to safe havens in Nova Scotia, Acadia 
(now New Brunswick), and other colonies, or back to Britain itself. Those inland moved up the Hudson Valley, 
escorted by loyalist militia, toward sanctuary in Quebec, and what would later become Ontario, some 800,000 in all. 
At the time, it was the largest refugee evacuation in world history. 

 We all know the broad outlines of the revolution. Britain was defeated militarily and granted independence 
to those colonies that wished it. That is where things get a bit murky. France had strongly supported the American 
rebels and provided thousands of soldiers, who were crucial to colonial resistance. These men returned to a very 
authoritarian Monarchist regime in France filled with fervour for ‘people’s rule’. It did not sit well with the Royalists! 
The king (Louis the 16th) effectively bankrupted France in his fervour to humiliate Britain by supplying ships and 
men to support American colonists, gaining nothing for France in the process.  
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Remember the date of the British defeat at Yorktown, 1784? Well, by 1787, Louis was so strapped for 
funds that he had to call the Estates General, the feudal ‘parlement’ that hadn’t met for 149 years, into session. 
This triggered demands by returning soldiers and middleclass Frenchmen for reforms. What ensued we now call 
the French Revolution and mob rule lasting years. France descended into chaos, and by 1793, King Louis XVI and 
Queen Marie Antoinette were among the many nobles and gentry guillotined, along with thousands of ordinary 
French nationals and quite a few revolutionaries. 

 Here’s a fascinating tidbit of history that most of you will not know. A young Jerseyman, name of Philippe 
D’Auvergne, served in the British navy during both the American and the French revolutions. Due to his name, he 
became the Duc du Bouillon in 1792. At that time the Duchy of Bouillon was attached to France. D ’Auvergne was 
now fairly senior in the British navy, charged with defending the Channel Islands against France, and with 
disrupting the Revolutionary Government as much as possible. He could not assume a French dukedom while 
remaining a British naval officer, so didn’t. By 1794, the Reign of Terror was running amok, executing alleged anti-
revolutionaries such as Robespierre and his supporters, and a young artillery officer, one Napoleon Bonaparte, was 
restoring order in Toulon and Nantes. The end result is that the revolution failed, Napolean became the ‘strong 
man’ leader, Europe suffered through fifteen years of war, and the Duchy of Bouillon ceased to exist. It is now part 
of Belgium, just north of Sedan, France, a quiet, pastoral little area just off the N89, and a nice place to visit. Why 
not do so? 

TITLES THAT HAVE RUN OUT OF COPIES DURING JULY 

 We feel fortunate that only one title has run through the last of their inventory this month. 

Yukon Travel Reference Map – at press, with an updated edition due in October 

NEW RELEASES TO THE END OF JULY, 2026 

British Columbia South Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:750,000 ISBN 
9781771291156 UPC 817712911568 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – BC is a huge geographic area, so large that it 
needs to be mapped in segments as well as being an entire entity. This map covers the south half of the province 
at an enhanced scale (there is a separate map doing the same for the northern half of the province). This scale 
allows ample room to portray Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland region, and all three routes through the Rocky 
Mountains to eastern Canada. The area of coverage is from the American border north to the top end of Jasper 
National Park, and from the Pacific Ocean east to Calgary, in Alberta. The map is particularly noteworthy for its 
portrayal of parks, campgrounds, and roads joining together the many towns of the interior. It is particularly 
recommended for those in Europe intending to fly into either Vancouver or Calgary and rent a mobile home (known 
over here as a recreational vehicle) to explore the region before dropping off the vehicle and flying home. Good 
insets of central Vancouver and Victoria are included. AVAILABLE 

Cairo & Nile Delta Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2026 1:12,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771292009 UPC 
817712920096 $14.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Egypt is one of the most popular travel destinations in the northern 
part of Africa, and rightly so. Cairo is a fascinating city, extremely vibrant, and touristically interesting. The pyramid 
complex in Giza has to be shown as an inset, due to space limitations, and another inset shows the coastal city of 
Alexandria. The history of these two cities goes back thousands of years, entwining ancient pharaohs, Anthony and 
Cleopatra, Napoleon, and the British army in WW2. Side 2 covers much more than the actual delta of the Nile 
River, including everything as far south as Luxor and the Valley of the Kings. An inset shows the Aswan area, 
showing the original locations of various ancient sites that were moved (at great cost) to new sites near Aswan High 
Dam as the lake was created. This map would be perfect for anyone taking a Nile cruise. The rail line is also shown 
for those travelling by train. AVAILABLE 
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Guangzhou & China Southeast Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2026 1:15,000/1:3,000,000 ISBN 
9781771292962 UPC 817712929624 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP12.90 – This is actually the third time we have 
published a map of the huge Chinese city formerly known as Canton, north of Hong Kong. China is a country of 
very large urban areas, of which Guangzhou is the fourth largest (the largest is Chongqing, formerly Chungking). 
The two cities are related by history. Guangzhou was the heartland of nationalist fervour against the last monarchy 
of China and the revolution led by Sun Yat Sen that established modern-day China. Chongqing, was the only city 
never to fall to the Communists during the long Chinese civil war that ended in 1949, with Chiang Kai Chek flying to 
Taipei to establish an island fortress from which (he hoped) to re-capture the mainland. This map celebrates the 
largest city in southern China; one that is easy to reach from Hong Kong and is the beehive of Cantonese China 
that remains alive to this day as the focal point for the Han people, many of whom have been the ‘Chinese’ seen so 
often in North America. The city is gargantuan in size, but has three focal points for visitors. The first is the Sun Yat 
Sen Memorial Museum, which is a must-see for anyone hoping to understand China. The second is Samian Island, 
the former Western trading post that defined the city (and the country) in its early dealing with the world at large, 
and the third is the Canton Tower, representing today’s China. Side 2 represents the most detailed and accurate 
portrayal of southern China in print. Stretching from Kunming in the southwest along the coast to Shanghai and 
west to the edge of Tibet. It includes a maze of motorways joining Guangzhou to all the major urban areas in 
Southern China. Xi’an, Wuhan, Changsha, Nanning, Guilin, Chongqing, Chengdu, Wuxi, Nanjing, and Suzhou may 
not be names familiar to most of you, but they are the future of travel as China re-opens to the world, and are all on 
this side. This is an amazing map of the most important country in today’s world. AVAILABLE 

Japan West & Kyushu Travel Reference Map1st Edition 2026 1:550,000 ISBN 9781771294003 UPC 
817712940032 $14.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Japan is a very popular travel destination. This map replaces the 
Japan West map that were have had in our product line for several years, so is not an update. By changing side 2 
to a map of the large island of Kyushu, it is different enough to justify calling it a first edition. Side 1 of the map is 
dedicated to the island at the far western part of Japan, Kyushu, along with a few off-islands that are connected to 
the main island by ferries. The three major urban centres are Fukuoka in the north, Nagasaki in the centre-west, 
and Kagoshima in the south. The island is connected to the other islands constituting Japan by both a rail bridge 
and a motorway bridge. Shinkansen fast-rail service is readily available, and of course, the main attraction is the 
Nuclear Bomb Museum that devastated Nagasaki in 1945. Side 2 covers the principal island of Honshu from 
Nagoya west to beyond Hiroshima and the often-ignored but interesting island of Shikoku. Osaka, Kyoto, and Nara 
are also on this side. Each side has a Top Attractions list, and all rail lines are shown. This is an ideal map for a 
visitor wanting to explore parts of Japan often ignored by those concentrating on the country’s renowned ‘main’ 
attractions. AVAILABLE 

Kilimanjaro & Northern Tanzania Travel Reference Map 8th Edition 2026 1:63,000/1:1,300,000 ISBN 
9781771294225 UPC 817712942258 $15.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Kili is the tallest mountain in Africa, a dormant 
volcano that is within easy striking distance of Nairobi, in northern Tanzania. Side 1 shows the mountain itself, with 
all its climbing routes (permits required). Side 2 covers all of the northern third of Tanzania to Lake Tanganyika and 
south to Dodoma, the nation’s new capital. This side is more useful for most visitors, as it includes Serengeti and a 
dozen other wildlife preserves, Zanzibar Island, and the southern half of Lake Victoria. Although few visitors make 
the effort to reach Kigoma on Lake Tanganyika, this is the site of the David Livingstone Memorial, and is a town 
replete in colonial buildings. Closer to Nairobi is Ngorongoro Park, an extinct volcano with the greatest 
concentration of wildlife in Africa. This side also has excellent inset maps of Arusha and Stone Town. AVAILABLE 

Madagascar Travel Reference Map 7th Edition 2026 1:1,000,000 ISBN 9781771294997 UPC 817712949974 
$14.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – The island of Madagascar is actually the country of Malagasy, but the island name 
is so established as Madagascar that even the locals call it that. This very large island, off the east coast of 
southern Africa, is best reached by air. Side 1 covers the northern portion of the island, with an excellent inset map 
of Antananarivo, the capital, included. As a bonus, the main islands of the difficult-to-reach Comoros Islands is on 
this side. The southern portion of Madagascar fills side 2. As this country is not as well-known as many others, 
generous capsule comments are scattered throughout the map to help visitors get around. The cover picture is one 
of the best we have ever seen. If it doesn’t make you smile, nothing will! AVAILABLE 
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Sunshine Coast of BC & Lower Mainland Region Travel Reference Map 3rd Edition 2027 1:250,000 ISBN 
9781771297523 UPC 817712975232 $12.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – British Columbia is far too large a 
geographical area to show all of its attractions on one sheet! The region just north and a bit west of Vancouver City 
is called the Sunshine Coast. It is joined to the mainland by a ferry service, from Horseshoe Bay to Gibsons, and by 
a further ferry from Earl’s Cove to Saltery Bay. Separate ferries join the region to Vancouver Island (from Powell 
River) and to Texada Island. Much of the interior of the region is mountainous, with huge glaciers, but there are 
numerous inlets (Europeans would call them fjords) and are great for sailing or kayaking. Vancouver is shown in 
the lower right corner, as well as the popular highway to Whistler, and the ferry route to Nanaimo, on Vancouver 
Island. Side 2 is a very interesting map covering what is known as the Lower Mainland. This is the portion of British 
Columbia where 80% of the province’s population lives, and includes the coastal area of Washington State, the San 
Juan Islands (USA), the Gulf Islands (Canada) and the southeastern portion of Vancouver Island. The map 
stretches from Whistler in the north to Bellingham/Victoria in the south, and from Nanaimo in the west to Chilliwack 
in the east. These names won’t mean much to those not familiar with BC, but the map is a very detailed regional 
topographical map adapted for recreation, showing hiking trails, fishing areas, parks, camping sites, and wilderness 
preserves. It captures the essence of the region perfectly! AVAILABLE 

USA Southwest Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:900,000 ISBN 9781771298629 
UPC 817712986290 $14.95 cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Southern California, Nevada, Arizona, and part of Utah 
constitutes a regional entity within the USA that is unique. Side 1 shows California from Sacramento, the State 
Capital, south to the Mexican border at Tijuana. The region is dominated by San Francisco, Los Angeles, and San 
Diego, but the interior is desert-like. Death Valley is a large depression, much of it below sea level. Further north, 
the Reno/Carson City region used to be a major mining area, but is now a gambling and touristic attraction. Side 2 
is an arid flat plain, with Las Vegas in the north, and Pheonix/Tucson in the south. The famous Route 66 passes 
through its centre, as it wends its way towards Santa Monica. Lots of touristic attractions are shown on the map, 
such as the OK Corral in Tombstone, the Titan Missile Launch Site, south of Tucson, and the massive Hoover 
Dam, southeast of Las Vegas. This is a map to explore the USA by car! AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES TO THE END OF JUNE, 2026 

Alaska Travel Reference Map 9th Edition 2027 on waterproof paper 1:1,500,000 ISBN 9781771290456 UPC 
817712904560 $15.95cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Alaska is the only part of the USA seeing strong touristic interest, 
thanks to cruise ships sailing the Inside Passage to Whittier and back from both Vancouver and Seattle. The state 
is huge in area, the largest state in the Union, and offers a wealth of attractions for visitors. Many of its urban areas 
are only accessible by boat, making cruises popular, but Anchorage’s airport is serviced by several airlines, and a 
weekly ferry operates between Seattle and Anchorage. AVAILABLE 

Chile Travel Reference Map 5th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291989 UPC 817712919892 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Chile is a very long and relatively narrow country, best portrayed on a map in 
segments, to allow sufficient space to show detail. Side one shows the northern half of the country in side-by-side 
panels from the northern border to Puerto Montt. Side two encompasses the southern half of Chile, including the 
Magellan Islands and Tierra del Fuego. An inset map of Santiago de Chile, the capital, is included. AVAILABLE 

Kenya Travel Reference Map 6th Edition 2026 on waterproof paper 1:950,000 ISBN 9781771294218 UPC 
817712942180 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP 12.90 – Kenya is one of the most popular travel destinations in Africa. Side 1 
shows the southern portion of the country, with popular scenic sites such as Kilimanjaro and Arusha (in Tanzania), 
and Mombasa and Lamu on the coast. The second side concentrates on the northern portion of the country, with 
Mount Kenya and Marsabit national parks, Lake Turkana, and Mount Elgon (in Uganda). AVAILABLE 


